
Math Talk During Reading
TALK ABOUT THE DIFFERENT CHARTS
For the Who holds hands? Bar Chart, ask: 

“In this book, how many times did grownups 
hold hands with kids? A lot? A little? (4) 
How many times did kids hold hands with 
kids? (3)  
How many times did grownups hold hands 
with grownups? (1)  
And the dog? (It doesn’t belong: It never 
holds hands!)”

For the Pegasus/Unicorn Venn Diagram, ask, 
“What does the diagram show? (Horses with 
wings, horses with horns, and horses with 
both wings and a horn.) What pictures are 
missing? (Horses with wings only and horses 
with horns only.)”

Try to come up with some of your own 
questions and comments, too!

Activity After Reading
CREATE DIFFERENT CHARTS ABOUT YOUR 
OWN HOME
Create a Bar Chart to show the number of 
different colored socks or different toys 
that your child has and a map to show the 
location of different objects and pieces of 
furniture in your child’s room.

About the Math
The math in this book involves different kinds of charts:

• A Pie Chart shows how a whole is divided into 
parts (number of pie slices for family members)

• A Bar Chart shows the frequencies of different 
things or events (number of screen hours for 
family members)

• A Venn Diagram shows what groups do and do 
not have in common (some children like cats, 
some like dogs, and some like both)

• A Pyramid Chart shows how things are arranged 
from most important (or largest) to least 
important (or smallest)

• A Map shows the location of objects

• A Tree Chart shows where things come from 
(like family ancestry)
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About the Story
Uma Wimple loves to make charts: pictures, lists, 
diagrams, and graphs. She made her first chart—of 
her family’s fingers—at age 4. She thinks “a good 
chart should make you see the world in a new way.” 
One day, her homework assignment is to make 
a chart of her home. She thinks, “What makes a 
house housey?” With great persistence, she learns 
that a house is not just lines and angles but… Read 
this beautifully illustrated and funny (not pedantic) 
book to learn the lovely answer.
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Words to Learn
Pie Chart, Bar Chart, Venn Diagram, Pyramid Chart, 
Tree Chart, Survey
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Goodnight, Numbers  
by Danica McKellar
I Know Numbers by Taro Gomi
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One Happy Tiger  
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100 Bugs! A Counting Book  
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by Roseanne Greenfield Thong
Over in a River: Flowing Out to  
the Sea by Marianne Berkes
Press Here by Hervé Tullet
Round by Joyce Sidman
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by Amitha Jagannath Knight
What Will Fit? by Grace Lin
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How Katherine Johnson Saved  
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Count on Me by Miguel Tanco
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by Julia Finley Mosca
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Is 2 a Lot?: An Adventure with 
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by Susan Hood
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by Molly Bang
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HALL OF FAME TITLES: 
Anno’s Counting Book  
Mitsumasa Anno 
Hippos Go Berserk! by Sandra Boynton
One Grain of Rice: A Mathematical  
Folktale by Demi
The Very Hungry Caterpillar  
by Eric Carle
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